
 
 

 

July 1 
“And he was saying, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom.’  And He said to him, 

‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.’”   Luke 23:42-43 
 

I am sure this man had a lot of uncertainties regarding what was about to happen to him-the 
conclusion of his life on a Roman cross. He was aware of his guilt and concerned about how this would 

affect his eternity, he certainly did not deserve mercy.  Some have said of this scene, that one thief 
was dying in his sin, the other thief was dying to his sin and Jesus was dying for sin. This is certainly 
what we would refer today as a ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ Ψǿƛƭƭ L ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΩΦ  
Maybe this is a good time to consider two very bottom line questions about eternity. Reader, if you 
died today, how certain are you where you would be ten minutes later. That is certainly something to 
be pondered by anyone. You can know for sure where you would be - ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ WƻƘƴ 
said in 1 John 5:13 that he wrote in order for people to know they have eternal life - so, you can know 
for certain - do you? 

The second question is, if you were standing before God and He asked you why He should let you into 
His  heaven what would you say? There are numerous answers that would be heard; I tried to be a 
good person; I believe in God; and many others. But God wants to hear what you did with His Son and 
what is your relationship to Him. When we give the ownership of our life to Jesus we are reborn to a 
new life in Him. If you have not done that, why not ask today for Him to come into your life. I did, and 
you can to. He loves you and is waiting. 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ already, you just started a new life. I rejoice with you. 

 

July 2 
“...the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing: for what ever 

the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.” John 5:19 NASV  
 

In a previous century a young girl named Ida was born to second generation  medical missionaries in 
India. Both her parents and grandparents had done this and she vowed she would not become a 

medical missionary in India. She grew up and returned to her parents  homeland to attend college. 
On a visit home, a man came to the door and said his wife was having a baby, so her mother got her 

bag and went off in the darkness. Not long after, another man brought his wife to the door and it was 

obvious the woman was near death. Ida watched as this woman struggled and died because the 
culture would not permit a man, her father, to touch a woman even to render aid. This touched Ida 

deeply and she returned to get her medical degree and returned to India. One of her purposes was to 
minister to the women of India, but the other was to build training schools that prepared nurses to 

minister to their own people. It is said, she became so popular and well known that you could address 
a letter to her simply, Dr. Ida, India. 

She certainly saw what Father God was doing and joined Him. We sometimes run off to meet some 
need when the Father has not led, especially when He is leading in another area.  

.Ŝ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²ƘŜƴ IŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ flourish. 
 

July 3 



 
 

"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if 

your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎέ aŀǘthew 6:22-23 NIV 

 
Several years ago we were traveling across country when I Iooked in my rear view mirror, like a good 

driver checking the road, and noted a checkerboard of dark spot patterns across my back window. I 
called attention to the family to check and see what it was, and they each looked and said there was 

nothing there. Well, I knew what I saw and there was something wrong with them. I finally let it drop 
because they could not see what I, the man and father, could see. Sometimes later I was driving along 
thinking about my camera. It had a polarizing lense that, when turned, changed the color of sky, grass 
and other items in order to reduce glare and enhance a picture. As I was thinking about this, I noted I 
was following a station wagon (remember them? You may have to ask someone), and noted the 
regimented pattern of dark spots across their back window, facing me. I knew to keep my mouth shut, 
and while pondering this mystery, it occurred to me I had on polarized sun glasses. Without telling 
anyone in the car, I turned my head sideways and, viola, the spots disappeared.  

We can all see things from our point of view and believe them to be truth only to find there is a 
broader point of view other than our own. There was one piece of information that kept me from 
knowing the whole picture. The danger of this revelation is the unwillingness to change our point of 
view. These people believe the earth is flat.  

Ask God to show you today some of His truth. 
 

July 4 Independence Day 
“If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”  John 8:36 NASV  

 

Freedom for anyone at anytime is going to cost someone to bring it. My father and all his friends were 
World War 1 veterans and served in France. I was introduced early to the cost of freedom as World 

War 2 broke out when I was four years old. I learned early about freedom and its cost. Both my parents 
were active in both the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The war was costly to us 

who stayed at home. I still have some of the rationing coupons that my parents had for buying such 
things as gas, sugar, and other household items. There were no automobiles manufactured for four 

years. Being so young I do not know the names of the men who did not come home. Being a Viet Nam 
era veteran it appears to me that some wars do not liberate. There is only one freedom that endures 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŀƴΦ L ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘ bŀƳ th²Ωǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ 

for a long period, but they also knew the freedom and peace that Jesus had provided for them. 
Sometimes you never know if Jesus is all you need, until He is all you have.  

Enjoy this day and thank a Veteran. 
 

July 5 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.έ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥмф-21 

 



 
 
Earlier this year I enjoyed watching the winter Olympics. The Olympics seems to be about priorities and 

focus.  A gold medal represents years of strain, training, denial of social life and friends. During an 
interview, one who was training to achieve the coveted gold, related some earlier mishap which 

ŎƭƻǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άƴƻ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭΣ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ΨƎƻƭŘΩ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘΣ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǎƪŀǘŜǊ 
was interviewed and described his efforts toward the gold had started at a very early age. He had very 
high confidence about winning the gold, but a closing statement showed him in church. He had 
experienced an injury earlier and out of this experience faith ƘŀŘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ƎƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅΦΩ Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ƎƻƭŘ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΦ hƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
later be forgotten, will collect dust except when someone wants to see it. The other trophy will guide 

him forever.  
Where is your heart? Think about it. 

 
July 6 

“...did I not say to you, if you believe, you will see the glory of God?...Lazarus, com forth...Unbind him 
and let him go.”  John 11:40-44 

 
Where is Jesus when you need Him? I am sure you may have felt like that at some time, I know I have 
when I needed an answer. Lazarus, Mary and Martha had enjoyed having Jesus in their home and 
depended on His friendship, and when they sent word to Him about the illness they felt let down when 
Jesus did not ŎƻƳŜ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎΦ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

them to questions of despair, doubt and anger, much like us. It is gratifying there is a genuine, old 
fashioned, Hallelluia conclusion when Lazarus comes back alive, because Jesus knew the outcome all 

ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ŀǎ IŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻŜǎΦ Iƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ΨŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦΦΦƭƻƻǎŜ ƘƛƳΦΦΦƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƎƻΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
necessary, because Jesus does not offer resurrection, cause resurrection,  He is resurrection.  

Gospel song writer Rodney Griffin captures this joy in a story of the four men letting the man down 
through the roof for Jesus to heal him. Three of the men have stories of being healed, but express 
Řƻǳōǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘƘ Ƴŀƴ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άaȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎΦΦΦΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
story of resurrection is told. Nothing like someone who has been there to convince others.  

Rejoice in what Jesus can do, has done, will do - and tell somebody about it. 
 

July 7 
“...he who sow sparing...will reap sparingly....” 2 Corinthian 9:6 

 
Have you ever admired those beautiful potatoes in the market? I do, and with fond memories. I grew 

up in potato country and once helped a farmer plant his potatoes. Where I grew up, farmers build 
ŜŀǊǘƘŜƴ άǇƻǘŀǘƻ ŎŜƭƭŀǊǎέ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŜŘ Ǉƻǘŀǘƻes, and farm equipment, through the winter. After 
high school I went to a farm and the farmer had a bin just inside the opening, and we would empty the 

sacks of seed potatoes into the bin, and they would tumble down to an opening. I sat on a chair before 
this bin and pulled potatoes out as fast as I could and jammed them down through a hole with two 
crossed blades, so they were cut into four sections (each with an eye), and fell into a potato sack 
beneath. The farmer came and got the sacks and took them out to his planter in the field and planted 



 
 
them.  

At the harvest in the fall, the farmer had to keep a percentage of the potatoes for next years planting. 
Which potatoes did he save? Did he send all the best and biggest to market, and keep the lesser ones? 

No, he sorted them and kept the biggest and best in order to have another abundant crop next year. 
Not only that, he did not venture out during the winter and eat any of the potatoes.  
Life is very much like this. Sometimes we eat our seed instead of saving it for planting for a future 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ hǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
giving financially like you have for years, and maybe you need to consider what God would want to 

bless. How could you apply this example to some areas of your life.  
Today, ask God to press into your heart what this story means for you. 

 
 

July 8 
“...Christ in you, the hope....” Colossians 1:27 

 
I recently viewed a celebrity being evaluated by the media regarding their indiscretion and amidst all 

the pundit comments it was suggested church might help. That is not a bad suggestion, as we who do 
attend church are not a bad lot. We do try to live up to the standards presented us by our faith group. 
Becoming a better person and adapting to some new life principles is commendable and may, indeed 
diminish some personal dysfunction. But, church is not the answer. Joining a faith group, though 
commendable, does not address the basic heart of human need. Becoming a Christian is not a matter 

ƻŦ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇΣόŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘȅǎŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴύΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
of Jesus. Church, though it can be of service, is not the answer; Jesus is. When we join Jesus it is 

through rebirth after surrendering to Him and receiving His person into our person. Only He can be the 
counselor, physician and friend for the utmost of needs. 

Enjoy fellowship today with believers, but feast on Him. 
 

July 9 
“...except you are converted...you shall not enter the kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 18:3 NASV 

 
!ǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎΦ hƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
ƪƛǘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ Řifferently. After I was converted, I did not know 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘΣ ǎŀǾŜŘΣ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

as to their meaning, but I did note changes in my life. What are the characteristics of a fruitful 
conversion, because not all conversions are fruitful? I think it can be clearly defined and in my life I 

began to see different patterns appearing. The actual conversion is years back, but I still see changes. 
As I observe myself and others it appears a fruitful conversion is full of life and more like a bubbling 
stream and never stagnant. It appears to me that conversion includes a consistent moral life that 

ōŜƎƛƴǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
portrait that is  identifiable by onlookers. I would also include that all parts of faith life  have a 
balance that keeps all parts connected without getting stuck on one good sounding doctrine; i.e.,  
forsaking Old Testament for the New; concentrating on love without judgement, etc. And last of all, we 



 
 
should all be humble learners.  

Ask God what He wants you to concentrate on today. 
 

 
July 10 

“But Ananias answered,”Lord, I have heard from many about...how much harm he did to the 
saints...But...go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine....” Acts 9:11-16 NASV 

 

 L ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴ ƻŦ [ŀaŀƴŎƘŀΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ /ŜǊǾŀƴǘŜǎΩ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǿƛƴŘƳƛƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ ΨYƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻŜŦǳƭ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴŎŜΩΣ  5ƻƴ vǳƛȄƻǘŜΦ IŜ comes upon a 

village and spies the dirty, filthy mouthed scullery maid named Aldonza. But the knight sees something 
else, not even she could see, and he never calls her Aldonza, but Dulcinea. She curses at him and 

throws things at him but he never stops believing that she is not a filthy mouthed scullery maid but a 
little bird. At the end of the story, he lay dying on his bed, surrounded by family and friends. She comes 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜŜƭǎ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψƛǘ ƛǎ LΣ 5ǳƭŎƛƴŜŀΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƴƎ ǘhe well known song, 
ά¢ƻ 5ǊŜŀƳ ¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 5ǊŜŀƳΦέ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǿ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƛŦŜΣ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎΦ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΚ  
You might want to read the whole account noted above regarding the conversion of Saul. Saul was 
devastating the body of believers with his hatred when he meets Christ. God tells Ananias to go to Saul 
and in doing so, like Aldonza, Saul gets the new name of Paul. Everyone needs an Ananias, or a knight,  
ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ aȅ ƪƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ .ƛƭƭΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎΚ ²ƘƻǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŜΚ 

There is an Aldonza in your life who needs you. 
 

July 11 
“...iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” Proverbs 27:17 KJV 

 
I went to a conference and one of the speakers told two stories. The first was regarding a friend of his 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōƛƭƭƛŀǊŘǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ  ǊŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
one day the man said he was only a class B player. The speaker, somewhat shocked, asked why, and 
the man said he had never been exposed to a class A player. At that point the speaker continued on to 
tell the story of another speaker who traveled to Hawaii to speak at a Christian gathering. Jet lag kept 
him from sleeping so, at 3 AM, he went down to the coffee shop for pie. Alone in conversation  with 
the proprietor ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴƻƛǎȅ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ άƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘέ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

to count their money. One was over heard to say that tomorrow was her birthday and had never had a 
party. With a smile the preacher suggested they throw a party, so the next night when the ladies 

arrived there were streamers, balloons, cake and gifts. Everyone had a ball. What kind of Christian 
throws a party at 3AM for ladies of the night? A class A Christian.  
As I pondered that story I asked myself if I had ever been exposed to class A Christians. The next 

question was worse - what was I exposing to others? Was I sharpening anyone into a top notch 
follower of Jesus. What about you? 

Today look for two persons. One to sharpen you, the other for you to sharpen. 
 



 
 

July 12 

“...They went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. 5 As one of them was cutting down a tree, 
the iron axhead fell into the water. "Oh no, my lord!" he cried out. "It was borrowed!" 

6 The man of God asked, "Where did it fall?" When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick and 
threw it there, and made the iron float. 7 "Lift it out," he said. Then the man reached out his hand 

and took it.”  2 Kings 6:1-7 
 
The young prophets went to Elisha and suggested a building program to make more room and this 

provides some spiritual material for thought. They went down to the Jordan to cut trees, and one, who 
had borrowed an axe, saw it fly into the river. Sometimes a good intention gets interrupted, what do 

we do? Elisha knew what to do for a miracle. Do we know anyone like this? Why not? What might this 
episode teach us? First, the young prophet  could not pretend it was not lost because his work stops.  

We are often ready to try anything but admit lack.  Sometimes carelessness stops   
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀȄŜΦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǳǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Iƛǎ 

to possess us. Now the young prophet must return to where he lost the axe. Sometimes we have to 
return to where we ran ahead of what God was doing; God sometimes stops to wait until we come 

ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
power to do something. We get nervous when there is not something we can do to solve a problem, 
when we usually just muddy the stream with our attempts. Now the young prophet has to reach out 
and take the axhead and return to work. Some may have stared in unbelief while others gathered t o 
ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ƛǘΦ ό5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŦƭƻŀǘŜŘύ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ 

have.  
Dare to ask God some questions. 

 
July 13 

άYe are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 

ǘƘŜƴŎŜŦƻǊǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƻŘŘŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ  Matthew 5:13 
KJV 

 
Salt has a strange quality. If handled improperly it can kill. Salt adds to taste, it preserves and wards off 

decay, but if sprinkled on healthy foliage, as grass, flowers or crops  it contaminates the ground 
permanently. What is the Spiritual lesson and truth? When salt loses its taste and ceas es to preserve it 
has no more use than to be used to make roads. What causes salt to lose its flavor and preserving 
qualities? Is it age? How are we believers like salt? We can add zest to a society but how is it we can 
contaminate a society? What makes us useless? The letter of law without mercy?  
Salt in a container is of little use and Christians in a building are much the same. Salt is connected to 
purity and we believers must first of all be noted for lives of purity. Our life should entice others to 
want to be around us and others like us. That is part of how I became a Christian at Naval Air Station,  

Jacksonville, Florida. 
 As a young sailor standing Shore Patrol in Norfolk, Virginia I saw its seamy side. Years later, as a pastor 

we had a man from Norfolk minister in our church and stated that the 700 club at brought much 
change to that area, and I have seen the newness and hope for myself. I hope that Christians have 



 
 
changed in this generation. In the past we may have been seen as colorless undertake rs and 

renouncers of all fun. Part of the problem may have been an attempt to determine what was worldly, 
and demanding our people live in narrow strictures not approved by God.  

Sprinkle lightly on someone today. Have a singing heart with color. 
 

July 14 
“Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a lamp, and put 
it under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so let your 

light shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16  KJV 

 
I have driven though Italy and noted they built their cities differently than did we. In the early day 

when Italy was made up of small provinces they wanted to see their enemies coming so they built a 
fortress on a hill and the city around it. At night you can see several cities shining from the many hills.   

We are to shine like a city on a hill. The purpose of a light is sometimes to be seen. It can be a goal in 
the distance, or, like a light house to warn of danger or guide to safety. In the olden days people who 

lived along the entry way to safe harbor were expected to have lanterns out to make a path, much like 
the runway lights at an airport. But basically the purpose of a light is not to draw attention to itself but 
bring light for seeing. Light must be introduced or darkness will prevail. This means someone must turn 
on light. Moral purity will dim unless someone is shining light on qualities and values that enhance a 
situation. I fear our light is often hidden inside church walls. People should not be seeing how good we 

are, but how good He is. Someone was a light to me. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ 

 
July 15 

ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎtroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil.  For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away 

from the law, till all things be accomplished. Whosoever therefore shall break  one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven: but 

whosoever shall do and teach them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto 
you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 

shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heavenΦέ   aŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥмт-20 ASV 
 

[ŀǿ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜǎ ƎƻƻŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŀŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ {ŀŘƭȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
perception of good and bad, not what God would call right or wrong. There is a law that is higher than 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ  
heart. I think the first and foremost law is that which flows from the heart of God to complete the 

restoration of man to his original state. There was a law against killing and rightly so, but after Jesus 
quoted it he pointed out that the human heart was the real culprit because it was there that hate and 

murderous intent originated. He also quoted the law against adultery and amplified it to include the 
lustful fantasy thoughts of a man dreaming of sex with a woman. He closes this thought by saying our 

righteousness must be more than the righteousness that comes from keeping all the rules. This is self 



 
 
righteousness. We must move from there to the standing that makes us right with God, which is that 

which God Himself provides. The first was righteousness that comes from doing , then must come the 
righteousness that flows from being. The only ŜƴǘǊȅǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ IŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ 

has provided and that is the law of redemption completed by Jesus in being the final Passover Lamb.  
Drive slower and praise Him while doing it. 

 
July 16 

άYe have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall 

be in danger of the judgment:  but I say unto you, that every one who is angry with his brother shall 
be in danger of the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ ¢Ƙƻǳ ŦƻƻƭΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜΦέ Matthew 5:21-22 
ASV 

 
Again, Jesus is setting a higher standard than the written law. His listeners are being told that there is a 

higher responsibility than not committing an act against the law. Some have said that thinking an act is 
not like doing it. The other person does not feel the thought.  It is the standard of the beginning of all 

acts and that is the human mind and emotions. Anger and resentment are the breeding grounds of 
violent actions and that begins in our mind and emotions. We can also ruin people, without killing 
them,  with our words because of our anger and resentment. Our emotions are dang erous tools that 
can hurt many. I have been angry and made up many speeches to give to those I felt wronged me. I did 
not hurt them, only me. Jesus is calling for a whole new race of people who can see beyond the law. 

You are that person. Go to it. 
 

July 17 
άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘȅ ƎƛŦǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǘƘ 

aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art with 

him in the way; lest haply the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliv er thee to the 
officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, thou shalt by no means come out thence, 

ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŀǊǘƘƛƴƎΦέ   aŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥно-26 ASV 
  
 No worship is acceptable to God when there is hate in the heart, no matte r how big and generous our 
offering. There are many examples from the culture this was spoken to, but there must be current 

applications for today. We can develop imaginary speeches that point out we are in the right and it was 
we who were wronged, but this does not remove any guilt from us. Down deep inside we know what 

was our part to correct.  Some of us are in the torturers prison because of our attitudes toward 
others; it could be a person, or a group, or a system but we are encased in our own resentment and 
bitterness. To live in this condition is to be continuously paying a heavy price, as are His closing 

statement. Apologizing is not easy, especially when you are sure, beyond doubt that it is you that were 
wronged.  It is even harder to do in front of people who know the story. I know, God made me do 
that and it was painful, but had I done it sooner, when He told me too, it would not have been as 
embarrassing. This is another one of those things that we that other people should be doing, not us.  



 
 

This is something done by faith, not by how we feel. Think about it. 

 
July 18 

ά!ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŜȅŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǘƘ ǘƘŜŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜΣ ǇƭǳŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜŜΥ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜ 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not thy whole body be cast into hell. And if thy 
right hand causeth thee to stumble, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜƭƭΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥнф-30 

 

L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀ±ƛƴŎƛ /ƻŘŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
sin. He wore this device around one thigh that had thorns that caused pain and bleeding. When alone 

he removed his garment and flagellated himself by using a whip with metal objects and stood beating 
his back and causing blood and deep cuts. This was unnecessary because Jesus had already paid the 

ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŎŀǊǎΣ ŎǳǘǎΣ ōƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ 
pronouncement that sounds morbid and unreal, but what I have just described is not what Jesus 

meant.     
Jesus is going beyond the pronouncements against actions and touching on where the actions begin 

and that is in the heart and mind. Jesus startles His hearers by saying when they express great desire 
within they are committing the sin, although the outsiders will never know nor feel it. I believe He is 
attacking thought life. Paul tells us to cast down vain imaginations and bring every thought captive. 
Jesus is telling His listeners they are responsible for their actions and its consequences and we should 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻǳǊ ŜǊǊŀƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

trap you. He is suggesting we take radical steps that will steer a course away from what we have 
longed for, and still do. 

You are not immune to this. Take heart and take great care. 
 

July 19 
ά!ƎŀƛƴΣ ȅŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ¢Ƙƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊǎǿŜŀǊ ǘƘȅǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŀƭt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: but I say unto you, swear not at all; neither by the heaven, for it 
is the throne of God; nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, for thou canst not make one hair white 
or black. But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever is more than these is of the evil 

ƻƴŜΦέ   aŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥоп-37 ASV 
   

Jesus was never far from expressing the foundational thought of the Law. His listeners would be well 
aware of the Ninth Commandment which calls for never bearing false witness.  Oaths were varied in 

their use in the day which Jesus spoke and much more binding. The Jews had all kinds of intricate 
applications to give tƘŜƳ ΨƻǳǘǎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎǳǊǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
takes oaths much more serious than do we. We think little of such meanings today.  We give little 

thought to why oaths are important. They are pictures of what kind of person is affirming them. An 
oath is connected to your reputation as an honest person with unquestionable integrity. Have you 
installed a new computer program and before it was installed there were several pages of rules and 
expectations, and you had to push the butǘƻƴ άŀƎǊŜŜέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭΚ ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀŘ 



 
 
installed that program illegally. Have you noted in court that a witness must testify to tell the truth? 

Why? Because there are those who have born false witness. It seems to me that a person can l ive a life 
in such a way that when they speak, hearers know its truth. In days of old a handshake was insurance 

of honesty. Thousands of cattle were sold and moved on a handshake. Why not you being a person like 
that. 

Find someone today, look them in the eye ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΦΩ 
 
 

July 20 
Ye have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, resist 

not him that is evil: but whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if 
any man would go to law with thee, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And 

whosoever shall compel thee to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him that asketh thee, and 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǿŀȅΦέ aŀǘthew 5:38-42 

 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέLǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

and what we think we deserve is an automatic human response. We all have an ego defense 
mechanism that kicks in when we think we have been violated. Jesus is really piercing deeply into the 
human soul to root out the heart of these unhealthy  responses. They seem automatic and need to be 
controlled. There are things we need to turn loose of, including goods and the response to protect self. 
Author J. W. Shepard  writes that there really is no law of retaliation for those listeners, but more of 

an unwritten code that got passed down. Followers of Jesus are to exercise  restraint and have 
constant attitude adjustments if they are to follow Jesus in taking up their cross daily and denying 

themselves. Today you will have an opportunity see this in action. Before noon there will be an event 
where you have to exercise restraint. It will probably be in the car, or maybe at home.  

Today will really be a great learning experience. 
 

July 21 
ά¸Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ¢Ƙƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘƛƴŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΥ ōǳǘ L ǎŀȅ ǳƴǘƻ 
you, love your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you; that ye may be sons of your Father 

who is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and the unjust. For if ye love them that love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans 

the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do no t even the 

DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ ¸Ŝ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦέ      
Matthew 5:43-48 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ Iƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ƎǳŀǊŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƭŀǿ ǎǳǇŜǊŎŜŘŜŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƭƻǾŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
selective. They appeared to have a rich disdain for all who were not Jews, and even  for some who 

were.  Jesus is laying out the proper behavior for the new Kingdom person. He is talking to these 
listeners about how the Father expects them to live. He is conveying that the Father loves all, not just 
the Jews. Since God is love, we who follow Him should learn  His kind of love. One of the 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ όƛƴ !Ŏǘǎύ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψƭƻƻƪ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦΩ 



 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŜȄclusively to those who obeyed the rules and withheld from those 

ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ƘŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ L ǿƘƻ 
festers and not the person I hate. It is I who develops ulcers, not they. Jesus is calling on His followers 

to be gregarious and outgoing people who greet all and treat all with equity.  
Jesus says we are to be perfect and the term here is often misconstrued. Perfect does not mean 
without flaw, and that is not to say God has some flaw, but it means to be whole and mature. We are 
not to live with childish cliches and old fashion values, but to take on the supreme values of the Father.  

DƛǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǘΦ 

 
July 22 

“...tho I walk through the valley of the shadow of death....” Psalm 23 
 

How well is God protecting you? What if you have walked into that dark valley and did not know it? 
What does God do? As a new Christian and Naval aviation electrician, it was my duty to assist in 

ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ hƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊΣ 
our maintenance officer wanted all the planes lights checked before the fly off in the morning. So up 

we went and I went to our planes and started the job, in the dark. I was to get up to a cockpit, turn on 
the battery, and easily see three sets of lights, the interior cockpit lights glowing, and the two sets of 
lights on the folded wings. Next was the walk down the wing to the turtle back light, jump down to the 
deck and look underneath at the underside light and then the two tail lights, which never worked over 
the exhaust pipe. We always had to go back and pound on the side, or take off the cover and clean out 

corrosion or replaces bulbs. As I walked down the wing I looked down to where I was going to jump 
and saw an eerie sight. I could see the foam on the waves and they were lit up by those two little lights 

that never work. Had I stepped down, I would have fallen 96 feet straight into the ocean because the 
tail of that plane was out over the edge of the flight deck. No one would have missed me until the next 

morning.  Who made those lights work? I am thankful for His Staff that pulled me back.  
Be thankful today for the danger you never saw. 

 
 

July 23 
"Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no 
reward with your Father who is in heaven. "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored 

by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. "But when you give to the poor, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your 

Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. "When you pray, you are not to be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ƳŜƴΦ ¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥм-5 

 
This passage seems to indicate there was great fanfare and hypocrisy in the act of giving. And, it also 
appears that there was a great need to be seen and heard by others. Would people actually have a 
horn blown in the street to announce a big gift? Did people actually have these prepared prayers that 



 
 
are designed to enhance their religious image?  If they did, what is the meaning for us today? The first 

verse is a key to me, that we today still do things to be seen by others, and that is all the reward we get 
from God. I can see this happening among the profess ionals who want to be seen on camera doing 

ƎƻƻŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ministry. I suspect there are still those who have prayers that are rote and only for the purpose of 
being heard and seen as pius. I guess the fault lies in not talking to God but just being heard. Giving and 
prayer have something in common - both are between you and God. A gift given God receives and a 
prayer uttered God enjoys.  

Stop and enjoy Him for a moment, He will love it. 
 

July 24 
“And  He was saying,’He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’”  Mark 4:9 NASV 

 
A pastor tells the story of a small wedding in his home and during the reception he noticed the best 

man outside in the bushes. He went out to offer any assistaƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ рс ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƘŜǎΦΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘǎΦ 

You see, through the years he had grown hard hearted to hearing them. We do things like that. Upon 
hearing that story I realized that where I live, there were five railroad crossings within a few blocks of 
my house and I rarely heard the whistles. Within two weeks of living there, we developed the ability to 
shut them out, we had no need of them. But suppose someone offered me a large sum of money to 
tape, photograph and report on trains and how their engineer blew his whistle. My interest would 

suddenly give me a reason to be alert to every whistle. What is important to us we give our utmost 
attention to. What do you want to hear from God? Is your ear attentive to His voice and words?  

Give Him encouragement to speak to you! Remove all obstacles to hearing. 
 

July 25 
 

"But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. "And when you are praying, 

do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for 
their many words. "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask 

Him.έ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥс-8 ASV 
 

What is Jesus teaching? Prayer is personal and not a public announcement. Prayer is a personal 
conversation between you and God. There were those who repeated chants as though this  swayed the 

gods. I think we sometimes treat God like one of our children - ΨƛŦ L ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǳŘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ 
together and alone with God. Yes, there are times when we are part of a group and given an 

opportunity to lead in prayer, but at that point it is still an address to God, that deals with issues the 
group is concerned with.  Why should we ask if He already knows our needs? Does He not provide if 
we do not ask? I have learned that He desires my fellowship first, and I need to talk to Him regarding 
what I think I need, and often He reveals to me that I need some mature thinking in my perceived 



 
 
needs. This often changes me, not Him.  

Take this moment to tell Him how precious He is to you. 
 

July 26 
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night...the heavens will pass away with great 

noise...the elements shall melt with fervent heart, the earth also... shall be burned up.” Peter 3:10 
“I saw a new heaven and a new earth....” Revelation 21:1  
 

I never thought much about heaven but now that I am older I realize I am much closer to it. I 
sometimes wish there was a wall where I could get on tip toe and peak over to get a sneak preview. 

Jesus is the only person who has been there so I need to concentrate on His view. One verse says all 
will be burned up, but another verse says there will be a new heaven and a new earth. That  makes 

me feel better.  
When I was a child my aunt gave me a View Master with disks that make three dimensional pictures, 

and one was of Yellowstone National Park. Through the years one of those pictures stays in my 
memory and I wonder why God would want to burn that up, but I try to be cautious regarding second 

guessing God. He does say we will feast with the Lamb and I suspect it will be an array of fruits and 
vegetable (sorry kids), because we will not be killing anything. (Sorry hunters) I do know there will be 
some things left behind, like my glasses, my medications, fear and uncertainty. Having been to 
Yellowstone, I want to walk out and greet mother grizzly and her cubs and have her stand up full height 
ǘƻ ƘǳƎ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏǳōǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ ΨǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ŘǳŘΩΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΚ !ƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ 

behind?  
Your life is a rehearsal for heaven. How are you doing? 

 
July 27 

"Pray, then, in this way:'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 'Your kingdom come 
Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 'Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 
ŜǾƛƭΦ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ !ƳŜƴΦϥέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥф-13 ASV 

  
L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ  ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎations with Him, so today why not pray it His way. Good 
morning Lord, I do hallow You this morning. I cannot count nor remember all Your attributes but it is 
my pleasure to honor all that you are today. Today I ask Your will be done, but some days it is ha rd to 

ǿŀƴǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ΨŘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩΣ 
but I know You will.  

I know I want more than my daily needs and thank You for being smarter than I.  
L ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ want to live feeling bad toward people.  
 I thank You for Your vast protection over me. I choose today to put on Your full armor and resist the 

enemy.  
And again I just want to praise You today.  
Let it be so.  

What a great start. Walk with Him now. 



 
 

 

July 28 
“...one thing I do know, that, whereas I was blind, not I see.” John 9:25 NASV  

 
This is of course, part of the story of Jesus healing the eyes of a man born blind on the Sabbath. The 
man was thoroughly questioned by the Jews because they wanted ammunition to accuse Jesus of 
breaking the Sabbath. They did their best to prove that he had never been blind at all. It is hard to deny 
visible facts, but they tried.  

I recall one of my professors telling about being taken to the Grand Ole Opry. He related how the first 
singer came out and after the song the professor said to his host, this person needs another job as they 

ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƳǳǎƛŎΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΦ 
Soon another song was sung, and again the professor commented the song would never make it, only 

to be told again this was the number one seller across the country. After some more similar 
pronouncements he decided to keep quiet, because he was pronouncing doom upon that which had 

already proveƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŀƴΦ  
These Jews were pronouncing doom upon something that was obvious, because they needed to. Jesus 

was breaking all the rules, and that was their only concern. There are those today who would look at a 
miracle and not believe it because they need to,  it does not fit their faith group, and they would have 
to revise all their written beliefs. This story has made me be very cautious in making pronouncements 
regarding what is, and what is not of God.  

Keep an eye oǇŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ 

 
July 29 

"For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. "But if 
ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ    aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 

6:14-15 ASV 
 
Forgiveness is a key to good health. The medical profession has long established that there is a 
connection between physical health and mental health. Being bitter and unforgiving damages us, not 
the person we are resentful of. Jesus later on gives a parable of a man who would not forgive after 
being forgiven. Jesus says this man will have vessels of torture sent to him. I am certain there are 
churches full of people with  ailments that are connected to some life long resentment. They 
constantly relive something that happened to them years before. It may even have been imagined and 

not real.  If the truth were told to some they would rather be sick than forgive. I personally would 
renounce unforgiveness and determine to have a forgiving spirit.  

This is an operating principle whether a person knows it, or believes it, is always true. Unforgiveness 
puts us in a spiritual darkness. We will fight it as though it is a ghost, not knowing the cause of lack of 
peace.  

Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ 
 

July 30 
“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, 



 
 

because the days are evil.”  Ephesians 5:15-16 NASV 

 
I met with a friend recently for breakfast and he commented on my shirt that indicated I had been in a 

five kilometer race several years earlier. I started to swell with pride but thought better and replied it 
ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ΨǳǎŜŘΩ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ L ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƻƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ 
ƻǊ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ  Řƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ hƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ L ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ƻƴ the possibility of turning the clock back and 
attempt, with hard work, to do again, what I used to. Something like running an eight minute mile, or 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜΦ hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ 

news. I suspect this will only  lead to regrets and ill feelings, when I should redeem my time by doing 
what God has given me be, and to do now. It is not pleasant being unable to do what you once did. You 

probably have someone around you that feels the same and needs your encouragement. You to 
probably need to take a look at how you use what God has given you. I have learned to not expect 

special favors if I am not being faithful with what I am and have been given to do.  
This may be a day to discard something, or to add something - think about it. 

 
July 31 

16 "Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their 
appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting Truly I say to you, they have 

their reward in full. 

17  "But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18  so that your fasting will not 
be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in 

secret will reward you.έ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥмс-17 
 
It has been my observation through the years that people have a need to be recognized and it is 
usually to make known something they think they have done they would like other people to know 
about.  Even in religious practice we find ourselves wanting to do things that will cause people to 

recognize something beyond the normal. I have tried fasting and it was difficult for me but I recognized 
its usefulness for others. I recall going to church on Sunday night and then going out to eat afterward. 

On fellow would not order until a certain time had passed, then he ordered everything. As a young 
Christian I saw this as an unnecessary display.  If we fast, we long for somebody to notice. What kind 

of things to we do today to attract attention to our religious stature? We might plan a rote prayer that 
will impress. We might wear a garment or lapel symbol. British author William Barclay gives five good 
reasons for fasting: 1) good for health, 2) good for self discipline, 3) keeps us from becoming slaves of 
habit, 4) gives us the ability to live without things, and 5) makes us appreciate things all the more . That 
sounds like a good plan. 

You might be surprised if you asked God to identify some false displays. 
 

August 1 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 
to him, and will dine with him and he with Me.”  Revelation 3:20  

 
There is a picture that many have seen but maybe never understood, or took time to perceive. It is a 



 
 
picture of Jesus, with lantern in hand, standing before a door and knocking. The unnoticed item in the 

picture is the lack of latch to open the door from the outside. It has to be opened from the inside. Jesus 
has many ways of revealing Himself to us and His purpose is that we may want Him in our lives, but He 

is a gentleman and does not invite Himself in. Paul says he reveals Himself in nature, but there are 
many ways we see Him and know He is there. It may be the witness of a friend, it may be family 
upbringing, it may be a personal tragic event that reveals His protection. But He wants to come into 
our lives and knocks in so many ways. I have no way of knowing why you are reading this but let me 
surmise that if you have not yet opened the door of your life, why not today? You have thought about 

it, and had many excuses that kept you from doing it. You could find how real He is today.  
Lift your heart to Him and ask Him in. Now thank Him for responding. 

 
 

August 2 
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭǎƻΦέ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥмф-21 ASV 
 
There are so many things around us that we think we cannot live without. Watching the news and 
viewing earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and tornados remind us that it can be gone in a heartbeat and 
what we cannot live without, we are suddenly living without.  The things of the earth seem so 

valuable and necessary, but all that we can see will wear out, become obsolete, can be stolen or made 
unuseable. Everything around me is subject to an end life.  If this is so, none are treasures. What are 

treasures that will never end and be valuable through eternity? Surely the top one is Jesus. Thinking 
like God is a heavenly treasure. Seeing things as God sees them is a treasure.  What reveals where my 

heart is? I know I place too much value on the things of the earth but I also know He is my treasure. 
We place value in these earthy items and are crushed, but when your treasure is on the highest place 
you know that when all is taken from you, there is still Him who can restore one hundred fold.  
Decide today the one treasure you will not do without.  
 

August 3 
άLŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊŜŜΣ ȅŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦέ WƻƘƴ уΥос YW± 

 

Through the years there seems to be two cries  heard from the young of every generation. They cry to 
be free, and are tired of rules of restraint. I recall the men who could not wait to get out of the Navy 

because of rules of order, discipline, uniform, mission, time constraint and responsibility. And when 
seat belts came out there were people who refused to wear them, and some still do. This rebellious cry 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ aȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 

statement while preaching that said, a train is free as long as it stays on the tracks. Once it jumps the 
ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƎŜǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦ {ƻƻƴ ŀ ǿǊŜŎƪ ƛǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅŜt, but it is my observation that life needs 
boundaries, I know mine did. There were times when I got off track and had false direction, but I 



 
 
thought I was free. My mother gave me boundaries, and I could doubt them, but when I received 

Christ I had new boundaries that I cannot change. Its is nice to have direction and purpose. The most 
obvious sign of maturity is self discipline and restraint.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘΦ 
 
 

August 4 
"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if 

your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΗέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥнн-23  ASV 

 
Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ the organ called the eye. Could He be 

meaning our perspective on life? Scrooge saw life as making and keeping money at any expense, but it 
was changed by the visitors. He was a person of darkness until that got changed. Can someone have a 

good outlook but have it dampened by circumstances? It seems some people have a negative 
perspective and interpret life from that point-always seeing the mistakes, dirt, bad qualities. If my light 

is darkness, how does it get changed? I know Christians who have critical s pirits and Jesus did not 
change that. When we receive Christ we need to work at seeing things from His view point. He sees all 
my flaws but He also sees my good points, but most important He can see down the road at what I will 
become. I appreciate His patience. I need to acquire some of this patience in looking at people around 
me. 

Check your lamp. Is there soot and smudges on the globe? 
 

August 5 
Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and 

wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the frag-rance of the perfume. But one of 
his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold 

and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages.έ John 12:2-5 NIV 
 
Nard was a very expensive perfume contained in a small jar of alabaster and could only be removed by 
breaking the top of the jar and all of it was used. Since dead bodies were not embalmed in those days 
they were wrapped and spices and perfumes were placed in the folds to reduce the smell. This was 
ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚ {ƘŜ ƛǎ 

the only one who has taken Jesus seriously about dying in Jerusalem. Her heart is full because this man 
has touched her in such a way that she will never be the same again. She breaks the bottle and anoints 

Him now for fear she will miss Him later. Her heart is breaking because this is her most prized 
possession and she exhausts it on him. She loves Him more than her prized possession.  Oh such love. 

How would you rate your love? 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ т 
 
 

August 6 



 
 
"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōƻǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ aƻƴŜȅΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥнп 
 

Historically, Israel had the habit of attending Sabbath services in the Synagogue but preferring the 
worship of the gods of the people around them. Like many cultures, worship is not always connected 
to daily life and behavior patterns. We live with boxes; there is a box for worship; there is a box for 
play; there is a box for earning and work; there is a box for spending and accumulating, and there need 
ōŜ ƴƻ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōƻȄŜǎΣ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ  !ǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

today? How many church goers do not connect  what goes on Monday through Saturday to their 
worship on Sunday? One of the indicators of this truth would be how we get our money and how we 

spend it. Another would be how we treat people, how we use them to accumulate. A man may attend 
church with his family on Sunday, but be inaccessible the rest of the week, either in his work or 

recreational activities. Debt can certainly be an indicator of what our real goals are.  
Now the question for me is, where am I being double minded with divided loyalties? For years I have 

given thought to the things I may love more than I Iove  Him, and it is unsettling. It would be crushing 
ŦƻǊ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƻȅŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŎǊȅ ƛƴ tǎŀƭƳ ус ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ 

Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  
Give some thought to your real loves. 

 
August 7 

 

Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and 
wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the frag-rance of the perfume. But one of 

his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold 
and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages.έ John 12:2-5 NIV 

 
I have always  believed that anyone who ever was confronted by Jesus either got better or worse. A 
cursory reading of the Four Gospels will show many illustrations. Andrew Lloyd Webber, the British 
composer has written a rock opera called Jesus Christ, Super Star, in which he composed a song, 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άL 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿ Iƻǿ ¢ƻ [ƻǾŜ IƛƳΦέ L ƪƴƻǿ 
nothing about Mr. Webber but much of his music exposes a redemptive theme. Mary (not the mother 
of Jesus)  is supposed to have been a woman streets and this song portrays a monologue of how she 
sees Jesus and how she feels about herself. She is the one who is always in control and men are but 

Ǉŀǿƴǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ  ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƘƛƳ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ IŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎǳƳ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ȅŜǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ L ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ 
L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
and getting to know Him and giving my allegiance to Him and learning His voice. His voice is tender and 

sure. He is not shrill nor stern. He begins every day telling me something. 
I hope you to are in love with a person who loves you so perfectly. 

 
August 8 



 
 

 

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink ; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than 

clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of you by worrying 

Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΚέ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥнр-27 
 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΚέ  L ŀƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

crowd of listeners there were some mothers  who were poking each other in the ribs and saying, 
άȅŜŀƘΣ ōŜǘ ƳŜΦέ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǊȅΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

passage a bottom line theme, what would it be? It is not sitting and waiting for God to feed and clothe 
you, because the birds stay  busy seeking food which God has provided. We are to be responsible for 

work that must be done because later on it is said a man that will not work should not eat. When He 
says that life is more than food, clothing and shelter He is refŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦέ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ LŦ 

you are so valuable, what is a more important priority. Stay in touch.  
Give a real try to come to a conclusion. 

 
August 9 

 

άΦΦΦ¢ƘŜƴ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΦΩέ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ нΥмп 
Like Moses, I had an experience that caused some uncertainty and fear. As a seminary student, our 

preaching  professor assigned us a 7 minute speech, not a sermon, which would be video taped and 
critiqued. An acquaintance, who I occasionally visited with, read Playboy. I decided to do an 

overdrawn, tongue in cheek and over stated speech on why I like Playboy. So, on that day I mentioned 
I used the article for family worship, and the artwork as role models. I was shocked when, at critique 
time this professor and students thought I was serious. Each student has a critique sheet and hands it 
in and I was shocked for them to state this. I must tell you that, in spite of the subject matter they were 
impressed with my delivery, eye contact, gestures, etc.  Well, a few days later I reported to the 
listening lab and had to watch my seven minute speech. I had never seen myself on screen and was 
aghast at what I saw and heard. Even I thought I was serious. But, that day, a door was opened to me 
that exposed to me, what other people saw and heard of me. (I tell people this story if I am uncertain 

about how I am coming off to them.) I believe everyone needs a door like this to make them aware of 
what they are like. In fact, many of us have that door which swings wide, and often. It may not be a 

critique sheet but it may be a spouse, a coworker, even an enemy.  
Listen up today. You might see the door. 

 

August 10 
 

"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how 



 
 

God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 

not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”    Matthew 6:28-34 
 
Lord, how do I turn off worry? I do not worry about what I will eat or drink or clothes to wear, that part 

ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ L ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ L 
am sure each listener had plenty to worry about. I worry about my health and what lay in the future for 

me. Will I be feeble and need my children to care for me? I worry about needing a new roof and one 
day major household appliances needing replacing; air  conditioning, hot water heater, refrigerator, 

ŦǊŜŜȊŜǊΣ ŎŀǊΦ L ƘŀǘŜ ŘŜōǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŘŜōǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ. I know I am the kind of person who 
wants  a light at the end of the tunnel before I take a step. I do know if I want to learn to swim I have 

to step into the water. I think the basic theme of this part is what we are seeking.   Most of us seek 
comfort and security, but Jesus is suggesting, against all human anxiety, to seek Him to be there 

providing answers and directions to every intruding life event.  
We all worry. You too. Is there a step you could take today to handle it better? 

 
 

August 11 

“There is salvation in no one else....”  Acts 4:12 
L ǿŜƴǘ ōȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōƭŀȊƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ  ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ ά¢Ǌȅ WŜǎǳǎΦέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƪƴƻǿ 

the intent to the viewers ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊȅ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛŎŜ-cream. 
Jesus is not like a lodge or service organization where you go to the meetings and see if you like it. You 

can try a church and see if you like it and usually you like it some, for a while. But to try Jesus means to 
investigate His truths and delve into His Spirit, but when you do, you run head on into a real person, 
not just a set of facts. He is a real, living person who wants to be in, and the owner of your life. I have 
said before, any person who meets Jesus either gets better, or gets worse. Judas is the evidence of this.  

I hope that is something to think about. 
 

August 12 
 

“Judge not that you be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you.”  Matthew 7:1-2 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƧǳŘƎŜΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

and consider; to reach a decision; condemn and hand over for punishment. Have you given 
consideration to the fact that you and I do this daily in an instant. We see a person and consider their 

color, their accent, their clothing style, their gender, their physical attractiveness, and with that we 
draw a conclusion about them.  Sometimes after this evaluation we decide whether to include them 

further. Are they worthy to hear what I have to say? Sometimes we cast them aside, and give them no 



 
 
further thought. I have missed some fine people that way.  Jesus later states we shall know persons 

by theƛǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΤ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ L ƪƴƻǿ L Ƴŀȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōǳǘ 

know little of what their life is like and make an evaluation that discounts them. Was Jesus saying God 
will judge me as I judge others in the final Judgment? I hope He will be more gracious than I.  

Speak to a stranger today. 
 

August 13 

 
άGive, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻǎƻƳΦ CƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ȅŜ ƳŜǘŜ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  
Luke 6:38 

Lƴ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻn the Mount he places this saying of Jesus following the discourse on 
judging others. I am wondering why?  This passage is often used by preachers to get people to give 

abundantly with great return for their giving.  
The theme is a benevolent spirit, which is much more than financial prosperity. Jesus is saying that 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΦ Lǎ [ǳƪŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
regarding judging me to be the same principle used in my judgment of others?  If I judg e and pass 
sentence on others, will the  judgment against me be greater than my judgement against someone 
else? And, if I am benevolent  there will be a greater return than what was invested? This may sound 
complicated. I know that my reward will be a mansion in the Holy city, I also have read that I will be 

judged according to my works. All of life is practice for eternity, therefore, if I live my life with a 
hoarding, hermit,  or miserly attitude, giving very little of myself to others, then I will be rewarded 

accordingly.  
Find new ways to give yourself away. Volunteer somewhere! 

 
August 14 

 
άCƻǊ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ  н ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ мΥт 

 
NASCAR is in full swing and I enjoy the sounds and actions of the event. I rarely watch a whole race 
from start to finish, but I like to watch the opening, first few laps and return intermittently and be sure 
and make the finish. But if I miss most of the race I always aim at seeing the opening. The opening 

always begins ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴŘǎ άƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ bŀƳŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
prayer today. This is followed by a raising of the flag and someone leading in singing the National 

!ƴǘƘŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦΦ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻǳǘΣ άhƘ ǎŀȅ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΦΦΦΦΚέ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
this is accompanied by some fly over of military aircraft. There is some kissing and hugging by drivers 
as they crawl into their car and put on all their equipment, and soon the most famous words are said, 

άƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ΨƭŀŘȅΩύ ǎǘŀǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΦέ Lƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘΣ ǘǿƻ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ƻǳǘ 
onto the track being led by the pace car and after a few laps the pace car drives off and the race 
begins. I am saying this because I am thankful for those in charge of NASCAR who are willing to be bold 
enough to uphold and expose the Christian side of their sport. I am also thankful for the many drivers 



 
 
and support personnel who make known their faith in Jesus. It is evident to me that those in charge are 

neither timid, nor afraid of honoring our Lord in public.  
Help me Lord, to put aside my fears and let my light shine. 

 
August 15 

“To your descendants I will give this land...”  Genesis 12:7  
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΚ ²Ŝ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩs adequacy if it did not come 

ŦǊƻƳ IƛƳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ 

nation. Now, Abraham had every reason to be hesitant and doubtful because both he and his wife 
were way beyond child bearing age. The doubts would have increased when it did not happen soon. 

²Ŝ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƎŜǘ ǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ Iƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŘƛŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
years of waiting Sarah speaks up one day with an idea. Maybe God wants to do this through the 

handmaiden Hagar, she suggests. Sounds good to  Abraham and soon we have Ishmael.  Although 
Ishmael appeared to be a good idea, but not only was he not the bless ing for the nation, but became 

ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ LǎŀŀŎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
descendants often had to fight the descendants of Ishmael. The good idea that comes from us and not 
from God can become a curse that produces counterproductive results. It is not always easy to hang 
ƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǎŜŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƘȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  

Lord, help me to not waver from You way today. 
 

August 16 
ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǇŀƪŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ /ŀƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘΚ {Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǘ ōƻǘƘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

pit? The disciple is not above his master; but every one when he is perfected shall be as his masterΦέ   
Luke 6:39-40 

 
No, the blind cannot lead the blind because both will be in danger. He seems to be addressing something 
for those who lead others. When I have an incorrect belief, in teaching others, I will cause them to be 
incorrect also. If I am blind, I need a seeing person to lead me so that I will avoid danger. Jesus may have 
been addressing those in the crowd whose purpose was to keep the purity of their interpretation of the 
law, much like church leaders often do today. People who do this are expressing their power to keep 

people from straying. I recall reading the author who taught on healing and said something that made 
ƳŜ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ΨǇƘŀǊƳŀƪƛŀΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

were sorcerers. I looked the word up and the definition was correct, but  went to the Greek New 
Testament where Luke is referred to as a physician, and found that the word  pharmakia was not used, 
but a different word that was defined as someone who treated illness with, what we would call today, 

more scientific methods. At that point, I had a source that correctly gave me the truth.  
That leads to His second phrase, that a good disciple listens and learns from his teacher and when the 
lesson is finished he knows what the teacher already knew. I am thankful for my two Greek teachers who 
prepared me for seeing correctly. I often look back at all my teachers. Some may not have been good at 



 
 

teaching, but all put something into my life. 

Be a better listener, and thank God for your teachers today. Now, you teach somebody. 
 

 
August 17 

 
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For 

whoever  wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.” 

Matthew 16:24-25 
I was listening to a program featuring Irish music, and it featured many singers familiar to me. One of 

my favorites was Dennis Day who often sang on the Jack Benny show and sang a song about love  
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜΦέ  DǊŜŀǘ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 

only win medals when they have learned what to do after losing an event. Losing means more training 
to improve weak areas. Many of our great actors and actresses have reported  being advised to find 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ hǎŎŀǊΩǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊǘƘΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 
became president, but this was after some years of rejection and losses of many elections. Moses 

killed a man, ran away and spent forty years, on the backside of nowhere herding  sheep, not his 
own. Jesus said, I must deny myself, take up a voluntary Cross and lose my life to be a winner. What 
must I lose? I had to lose my past; my past religious beliefs about God in order to get lost in His Person. 
I had to lose my self confidence, my expensive education, my logic, my attitudes to begin revealing Him 
in my life. My losses are His, and your,  gain. 

God has been speaking to you about losing. What is it? 
 

August 18 
 

"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye?  How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all 
the time there is a plank in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ŜȅŜΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥо-5 

 
Jesus has some things to say regarding judging. We tend to evaluate people as we see them, and give a 
further evaluation after they speak and we see how they act. We all have a preconceived agenda as to 
how people should act and it is closely connected to how we act. In other words we expect people to 

become somewhat like us. If someone accused us of thinking that way, we would certainly declare we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ Iƛǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ 

makes a clear point. We can clearly see where another person needs correction and guidance, but are 
clearly in need of correction ourselves, but we are blind to our flaws. This is why we need other people. 
We all react to criticism and our first response is that the criticism was not true. We all need an enemy, 

or adversary, to show us our bad spots and the courage to listen and consider the criticism to be true, 
ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻƴΩǘΦ ! ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ourselves and leaving other people to God. I recall a Sunday School teacher criticizing those in the class 
who were absent the previous week, due to a power outage. He insisted it should not have kept them 



 
 
from being in their appointed place. He was quite adamant until someone asked if this included 

hunting and attending away football games.  
Jesus assigns thŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜΩ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎƛƎƘǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 

theater where on actor might play several parts but using masks with handles on them. None of the 
parts played are really the actor. Sometimes we Christians play act at our faith so onlookers will have a 
good opinion of us. But we still have to contend with how He sees us. He sees and hears everything.  

A recent criticism might be a clue. 
 

August 19 
“...God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery ... which is Christ in you 

the hope of glory.”  Colossians 1:27 
 

This verse tells a wonderful story about knowing the Glory of God in real life. While watching the 
Olympics a lovely lady had already won at least one gold medal but had a wipe out, and in tea rs she was 

heard to say she had given up everything for this and the gold means everything to her. How many of us 
get caught up with goals that have a terminal ending. All gold came from God and all gold goes back to 

God. In twenty five years she can show all these to her children and grandchildren, along with friends 
and fans, but in the interim someone will have gotten gold for breaking her record. And one day she will 
be gone and some survivors will look at the medals and dispute over what to do with the m. Gold is nice 
but it buys what  will be gone one day. What does it take to get someone, myself most of all, to yearn 
ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΚ L ŀƳ ǊŜŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǎƻƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƎƭŀŘƴŜǎǎΤ LΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƧƻȅΦΦΦΦέ hƴŎŜ L ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ƎƻƭŘΣ Ƴȅ Ƨƻȅ ŦŀŘŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
whatever I bought.  There is a person who lives within that never turns it off. How about you?  

Find peace in His presence and glory will shine like gold. 
 

August 20 

"Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥс 

 

The meaning of what Jesus says here, has sometimes eluded me. The meat that was offered in the 

Temple had a special use and, when the ceremony was complete, it was  not just thrown out into the 
street to be eaten by the stray dogs, who may bite the hand that throws out the meat. And, should you 

drop pearls into the pig pen, they will walk over them because they have no use for pearls, and cannot 
be made to see use for pearls. Pigs, like street hounds,  have only one interest, themselves and their 

needs. There are persons who I would share very little of the Christian belief system because, like the 

dogs or pigs, their hunger is for their needs, and there is no spiritual hunger at all. Their whole need 
system excludes examining eternal issues.  

What does it seem Jesus is saying? Mission work must be Spirit led. There are cultures that will seem to 
receive the Christian message, when actually they will only add Christian belief to the multiplicity of 

beliefs and practices they already have. I heard stories of the early missionaries to Asia  who found 
what  appeared to be those who became Christians, when they had only added Jesus to all other 

Asian thinking.  



 
 
There are persons and groups who have a hunger, a discontentment and they include Jesus in their 

thinking. I call them non-exclusionaries. They do not see Jesus as the only  way, just one of the many 
ways. These persons only adopted a set of teachings to what they had, but they never fellowshipped 

with the Person of the teachings.  
Stop. Close your eyes and tell Him how important He is to you. 

 
August 21 

“My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of favoritism.”  

James 2:1 
 

Several years ago I heard a pastor of a sizeable church in a large Texas city recount the events of a 
revival that was touching their church. Many were coming to Christ and passing through the waters of 

baptism. He related there was a contingent of folks in attendance that were of a culture not related to 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ψƴƻƴ- ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ neck, which 

rattled each time he shifted in his seat. Finally one night at the altar call this individual rose from his 
seat and made his way noisily to the front and fell upon the steps to the platform with all the chains 

making his presence known. He received Christ and soon followed with baptism. Later, one of the 
influential church leaders approached the pastor and commented  he enjoyed seeing people saved, 
ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƴŘΩ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ  
²Ŝ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ όǘƘŜ ΨƛƴΩ ŎǊƻǿŘύ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜse expectations of what people are supposed to be like when 
they attend church and we make quick judgments that often discard some people, meaning we fail to 

have an attitude of including them. Somewhere there needs to be an inner check that will not make 
unfair assessments and allow people to make their way under the Holy Spirit, as someone did for us.  

Someone near you needs to feel included. 
 

August 22 

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

opened. "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳΗέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥт-11 
ASV 

 
Knowing God is noǘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
to know and be accepted by God is for those who want God, who will come to Him, ask of Him, see 
Him. I fear our churches may be full of persons who have grown up there and assumed they are 
Christians because their parents are in church, I know I did. In John 1:12-13, Jesus said those who 
receive Him became His child, and it cannot be of birth, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man. 

Only God can make a ChristianΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŜŜƪ ƳŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ aŜΦΩ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊōǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ 

begin the journey of seeking Him, you continue to want Him, to seek Him to ask of Him. The Father of 
whom Jesus speaks does not have  bad things to give out. His illustration is that if we human parents 



 
 
who are desirous of giving good things to our children, how much more does Father God desire to give 

us all of what He is. In  Luke 11:13 it is included that the Father gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask, 
and receive. Little has been said regarding the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament indicating the Spirit is 

available to all. Joel writes that God will pour out His Spirit on all flesh but there were only isolated 
instances of this happening. Jesus is telling these hearers that all of them can have all of what God is. 
Just ask, and receive. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎŜǘ IƛƳ ŦǊŜŜΗ 
 

August 23 
“The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour.” Proverbs 21:25 KJV 

 
When I was quite young I took piano lessons for a brief time. I took to it for a while but then began the 

nagging from my mother about practicing. A boy my age has soooo many things to do and I wanted to 
do so many of them. I was also shy and was frightened at the recitals. I did learn some interesting 

pieces which I thought were ditties for kids to learn music, only to discover in college they were 
portions ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƪƛŘǎ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ά¢ǿƛƴƪƭŜΣ ¢ǿƛƴƪƭŜΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ {ǘŀǊΣέ ƴƻǘ 

knowing the great piece it comes from. Even some movie themes come from Mozart and Beethoven. 
My mother could walk over to the piano and touch a note and I could tel l her what it was, sharp or flat. 
Does that indicate a talent for music? Later on, I played the drums and the trumpet but never learned 
music. Where might I be today had I had a heart for the craft? I will never know, will I?  Sloth is what 
dimmed my future. I wish I had plausible excuses but it was me, who desired other things. I fear that so 

many believers remain juveniles in their faith because they do not have a heart for the things of God. 
They settle for some spiritual ditties and think that is sufficient, when God yearns for them to yearn for 

Him. 
Ask Him, right now, to develop a hunger in you for Him. 

 
August 24 

άSo in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and 
ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ   aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥмн !{± 

 
The Golden Rule would be a reverse of how His hearers think. Many of us humans have within us this, 
Ψȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ΨƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
seemed to be a lot of retribution in Jewish teaching and practice.   There are so many variations to 

ǘƘƛǎΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ Řƻ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƴǘ ŘƻƴŜ 
to you, and sometimes, do unto others before they do it to you; and this can go many ways. This is not 

a law of reciprocity, that when you do this there is not an automatic corresponding return to you from 
others. This is a basic attitude for an individual to have that is personally more comforting, than an 
attitude of pay back. This is a basic attitude of looking out for other people regardless of their attitude.  

This will make for a more harmonious community. Jews lived by law and this transcends law to what is 
not written, except  on the heart of an individual, that becomes a guiding beacon that covers any law. 
I suspect there are many of Christian orientation that need to heed this. The counterpart of this is 
when Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment and His reply is to love God supremely and 



 
 
others as your self. It seems to me, that law, rules, are in us  when we are born, but grace and mercy 

have to be experienced.  
It is important to note His conclusion, that this summed up volumes of the Law and Prophets. It did not 

eradicate any, but summed them up. I would surmise these were mostly the behavioral laws and not 
those of sacrifice. You and I already enjoy our sacrifice because we know there will never be, nor need, 
another.  

Since you enjoy living by faith and grace, find someone to be delightfully nice to. 
 

August 25 
άConsider is all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ WŀƳŜǎ мΥн-3 
 

Someone recently sent me some material that  pointed out a truism  I had not thought about, but it 

is true.  Do not fear the winds of adversity. Remember, a kite rises against the wind rather than with 
it. That is so true, and as the owner of a small sailboat I would have to say the same is true of a sail. Its 

strength is to lean against ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ΨǊǳƴǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǘŀŎƪƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ 

longer to get from point A to point B, but you get there, because you are obeyinƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
laws. All of us need to remember that each difficult moment has the potential to open your eyes and  

open your heart. It is your belief in God and your enthusiasm that will release the drive to carry you 
over obstacles and adds significance to all you do. You might hold the kite  string, or be the one at the 

tiller and you are the one who decides to continue to victory. When there is a strong wind against you, 
keep in mind that God knows the direction to the best harbor.  

Today, turn your face to that adversity and remind it you have the Victor on your side. 
 

August 26 

"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 
and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 

ŦŜǿ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥмо-14 
 

This almost appears to be an evangelistic appeal, and provides a great sermon for evangelicals. But my 
perception goes beyond that to how we are to lead our lives. There are many facets to this dia mond. It 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȊŜŀƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ ƻǊ Ψǿƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣΩ ǿƘŜƴ 
WŜǎǳǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ΨŦŜǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ōǳǘ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƛǎ 
obvious and the path is a yellow brick road with many companions.  
Is Jesus talking about finding Him and eternal life? His own life is becoming more restrictive and 
funneling down to a cruel end. The easy way is to agree with the officials and by-pass the Cross. In 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ easier to be eclectic and chose the many life paths and melt them together for 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜΦ ¢ƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
it. Yes, there are restrictions because now you are walking His road and not your own. Jesus is not your 

co-pilot, but your pilot. I believe I was on the broad road believing all the time I was on the right road 
because so many others were on it with me. But when Bill Philips shared his story I had to make a 



 
 
choice. And my road became narrower, but it has always been enjoyable because Jesus was always 

leading and protecting, urging on and guiding. He only revealed a little bit ahead on the road and I had 
to trust the dark places I could not see to Him. There are fewer people on this road and sadly we 

encounter those on the wide road and try to draw them to our road through the narrow Gate which is 
Jesus Himself.  

Tell someone your story today. Pray first. 
 

August 27 

“...we know the law is good if one uses it lawfully...law is not made for a righteous man, but for 
those who are lawless....” 1 Timothy 1:8-9 NASV 

“...says the Lord; I will put My laws into their minds, and I will write them upon their hearts....”  
Hebrews 8:10 NASV 

 
What is the law that is talked about in the Bible? I know that not long after birth, law has an affect on 

all of us. I am not a scholar but my reading conveys to me there were two thrusts of the law 
mentioned. One is the behavior laws that told how to live together, how to judge wrongs, etc. The 

other is the law of dealing with sin; laws of sacrifice, priests, tabernacle. The writers of the books of 
Romans and Hebrews are good teachings about law and grace.  It occurs to me from these scriptures, 
and observing human behavior, that law is born into the heart of every child. They all have within them 
that there are forbidden actions and this is why they test, to see if it will harm or bring retribution. 
Proverbs tells us that parents are to drive out rebellion and disobedience.  As grown ups we  have 

an inner need to strive and try to please in order to correct this. We may  believe in God, and Jesus, 
ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  ΩƭŀǿΩ ƛn the forefront that drives us 

to hope to please Him. Law is always there, but Grace must be experienced and parents, within all their 
discipline must demonstrate grace in the home. Law drives us to perform, but Grace comes from 

without  like a soothing saƭǾŜΦ  LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳŜŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
Him and His rulership? No, because Jesus met all this on the Cross. My son has to do nothing for me to 
ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜ and laughs with me, 
and sometimes at me, but He is never rejecting. 

Take a moment to laugh and enjoy Him. Sing something! 
 

August 28 
 

 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 

thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.”Matthew 7:15-20 

 
Jesus is giving a warning that when something sounds good it may not be. There are persons who can 

lace together a series of words which sound good, but may be without substance, or a devious plan to 
ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿ ŀǿŀȅΦ L ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ΨƎƭƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 



 
 
tell what a bush or tree is by what it produces. Earlier Jesus said to not judge, and here He tells us to 

discern a person, or group, by what they produce. Jesus does not give us the criteria for evaluating a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ IŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƻrange 

growing country there are trees that become diseased, or for other reasons do not produce good 
oranges, are rooted up and burned. How is this applied to people? They may need to be separated 
from fellowship of the group.  
These false prophets will have to look and sound good, to be believable and be able to draw people 
away. Their belief will have to be divergent from who Jesus is, and what He did. Jesus cannot be a 

philosophical addition to all other faith systems. There may be a discarding of portions of the scripture, 
that would identify them as false and misleading. How agreeable are they and are the teachable? Once 

identified, what course of action does one take? If it is a one on one then a person might withdraw 
from fellowship with the errant one. If it is affecting a body of believers then leadership will need to 

take action. Moral laxity may also identify the heart of the errant one. A lesson I have learned through 
the years is to watch and wait and ask God to bring truth to the surface. It has  worked on several 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ΨŀƘŀΦΩ   
!ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ 

 
August 29 

 
“...the Lord said...go forth from your country...to the land I will show you....” Genesis 12:1 

 

Through the years I have encountered people who were afraid God wanted them to do something 
daring by sending them to Africa, if they surrendered to Him. The truth is God does not give us tasks 

that fit our abilities, experience and training. He gives us jobs that take His strength, power and 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

mind at ease, it is perfectly  ok, to be afraid. A wise man once said to me to do the last thing God told 
you to do while you are waiting for His next assignment.  Many years ago I read a poem that depicted 
the closing out of one year and staring a new one. You have seen the cartoon where the old year, 
portrayed by a worn out looking man handing over the year to the young guy. This old one had a 
lantern that he was passing to the new year. As he handed it off, the young year asked how he would 
know where to go. He was told to take the lantern and walk to the edge of the light. It took me a 
moment, but I realized as he walked the edge of the light would always be out ahead of him. There is a 
lesson there that we too should just keep moving and He will guide, even when it seems dark.  

Today, something will cause you to hesitate; but keep looking ahead. 
 

August 30 
 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 

the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we n ot 
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will 

ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǇƭŀƛƴƭȅΣ ϥL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳΦ !ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŜǾƛƭŘƻŜǊǎΗϥέ   aŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥнм-23 NIV 
 



 
 
WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ΨƛǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ΨƛǎƴΩǘΩΦ ¢here is an element of human nature that is 

the deciding factor for what makes a Christian. It is the thing within me called the will, which is the 
internal decision  maker of all that I do. Animals do not have a will, they are driven by what is called 

instinct. We humans have a will that determines every  move. This is the heart element that God uses 
to identify the sincerity of all believers. He will not be concerned with church service, baptism, 
faith-conversation, moral code, only what a person does, by an act of their will, one who, voluntarily 
ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǳǘ Iƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άƴƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻǊ 
Ƴȅ ǿŀȅΣ L Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ aŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

product of their effort and plan but none of His. He would have been asked to bless their plans and 
work, but He was never consulted about what He was doing, that we should be doing with Him.  

Go back and read these verses again and make a new declaration. 
 

August 31 
“Truly...I say to you...when you were younger...and walked wherever you wished; but when you 

grow old...someone...will bring you where you do not wish to go....Peter...saw the disciple (John) 
whom Jesus loved following...and said...’ what about this man?’..Jesus said, ‘If I want him to remain 

until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me?’” John 21:18-23 
 
I still feel a twinge of anger when I think of the lady who bought coffee at a fast food restaurant and 
spilled it all over herself and sued the restaurant. What upset me was the jury awarded her a sizeable 
sum of money. Many things like this seem to happen and makes one wonder what happened to 

personal responsibility. There seems to be something in the human makeup that avoids responsibility. I  
recall a man who ran a stop sign, and  broadsided  my car, and when asked if he had stopped at the 

ǎƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŘƛŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǎŀȅ ΨƴƻΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΩΦ tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
the Savior. Like us, Peter lives by comparison and contrast. He looks down the path and sees John 

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
responsibility to worry about John. Peter has a personal responsibility to follow Jesus, to the end. I fi nd 
myself comparing where I am and what I have with others and have to return to this principle, that I 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ Ψ¢Ƙȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ IŜ ƘŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ L ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ 
where God has you? 

It can be a task, but it must be done. 


